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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
Inauguration Day
TODAY
HIGH 36° 
TOMORROW
HIGH 45° 
Inside
Weather
TONIGHT
LOW 24°
The men’s basketball 
team loses against 
Tennessee 82-79 after 
a rough fi rst half.
See page 10
SPORTS
Jimmy Gilmore gives 
“Synedoche, New York” 
5 out of 5 stars for its 
artistic complexities . 
See page 7
THE MIX
Columnist 
Mandi 
Sordelet 
fi nally 
explains 
why 
Southerners 
make such 
a big deal 
over just a 
few snow 
fl urries.
See page 6
VIEWPOINTS
Online Exclusive
MANDI 
SORDELET
Th ird-year 
public 
relations 
student
INAUGURATION 2009
Check out The Daily 
Gamecock’s coverage of 
President-elect Barack 
Obama’s inauguration as 
Johnathan Battaglia and 
Keri Goff report live with 
personal blogs and photos 
straight from Washington, 
D.C. 
www.tdginauguration.wordpress.com
The smell of grits, eggs, 
bacon and sausage fi lled the 
air upon entering the Zone 
at Williams-Brice Stadium. 
Music from the Jazz Ensemble 
comprised of USC School 
of Music students added to 
the ambiance. People of all 
ages gathered last Friday for a 
commemorative breakfast to 
celebrate the life and legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The breakfast, a national 
tradition, is one of many ways 
that the university remembers 
King. Students, faculty, staff 
and community members 
were all encouraged to come. 
DeShaw n M itchel l  ,  a 
fourth-year political science 
st udent ,  sa id it  is  “ver y 
benef ic ia l  when we get 
together and celebrate the 
legacy of someone who was so 
important to our community. 
This illustrates King’s dream 
— diversity.”
R a lph Ph i l l ip s  ,  a  law 
enforcement and sa fet y 
department sergeant, said he 
has attended more than six 
commemorative breakfasts 
around the country. Phillips 
said he continues to return 
to these break fast s year 
after year because it is “one 
opportunity to publicly honor 
From all indications, this year’s 
inaugurat ion wi l l  be the most 
widely viewed ceremony ever. Those 
fortunate enough to have tickets 
will surround the east side of the 
Capitol building, while millions 
more will fl ood the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C.
Not even a chance of snow showers 
and temperatures forecasted to 
be around 30 degrees could keep 
celebrities, students and others from 
around the country from fl ocking to 
the nation’s capital to spend a long 
weekend witnessing history.
Alex Gandy , a history and English 
student from Texas A&M, endured 
a 22-hour car drive with three other 
friends to experience the weekend in 
D.C. She said they stopped three or 
four times, but still got to the city 
in time for the ceremony on Sunday 
morning.
“Being from Texas, we wanted 
to be somewhere that the people 
around us shared the excitement 
we had,” she said. “This is once in a 
lifetime.”
For students marching in the 
inaugural parade, the feeling is a mix 
of nerves and anticipation. 
Christian Finch, a second-year 
student at Blue Springs High School 
in Blue Springs, Mo., and his high 
school band were chosen by Sen. 
Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) to travel 
to Washington, D.C.
“I can’t even describe how nervous 
we are,” Finch said. “To have this 
opportunity as a high school student 
is amazing.”
In a sort of test run for the frenzy 
planned Tuesday, an est imated 
400,000 people packed the mall on 
Sunday to be a part of the Inaugural 
Opening Ceremony on the steps 
of the Lincoln Memorial. The 
ceremony, which was free and open 
to the public, carried a premise of 
unity and hope.
“We are all in this together,” actor 
Denzel Washington said , adding that 
this is why the concert’s theme was, 
“three simple words: We Are One.”
A star-studded cast of performers 
and speakers,  including Bruce 
Springsteen , U2, Tiger Woods and 
Morgan Freeman , took turns on 
stage. But no one approached the 
roar invoked bythe Jumbotrons 
s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  M e m o r i a l , 
switching the attention to President-
elect Barack Obama and his family. 
Emerging from a protective glass 
shield halfway through the ceremony, 
with snipers visible atop the Lincoln 
Memorial, Obama gave his speech to 
thousands of onlookers below. 
Despite the festive atmosphere, 
he took a serious tone in reminding 
the American people of the problems 
they face domestically and abroad.
“Our nation is at war, our economy 
is in crisis, millions of Americans are 
losing their jobs and their homes,” he 
said. “I won’t pretend that meeting 
any one of these challenges will be 
easy. It’ll take more than a month 
or year, and it’ll likely take many. 
Along the way there will be setbacks 
and false starts, the days that test our 
resolve as a nation.”
But for every sobering recount of 
the challenges ahead, Obama, on the 
same steps that Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. made his famous speech 
more than 40 years ago, took an 
optimistic look towards the future.
“As I stand here tonight, what 
gives me the greatest hope of all 
is not the stone and marble that 
surrounds us today, but what fills 
the spaces in between,” he said. “It 
is you — Americans of every race 
and region and station — who came 
here because you believe in what this 
country can be and because you want 
to help us get there.”
Following the four-hour long 
concert, most in town turn their 
attention to the main event — the 
inauguration. With the swearing-in 
scheduled at noon, the parade taking 
place shortly after and a record 
amount of balls planned to take place 
in and around the city, Tuesday looks 
to be a celebration like Washington, 
D.C. has never before seen.
“We’re going to be there at four 
in the morning,” Kathleen Gressot , 
a student from Texas A&M said. “I 
can’t miss this.” 
Millions gather for inauguration
Performers, speeches draw 
crowds to Washington, D.C. 
for historic occasion
Jonathan Battaglia
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
President-elect Barack Obama and his wife Michelle wave to the crowd in front of the Lincoln Memorial before his speech Sunday at the kickoff concert.  
Comment s  on  th i s  s t o r y ?  E -mai l 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
Breakfast honors King’s lasting legacy
University leaders, 
Clyburn remember 
civil rights leader
Sarah Peterman
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Congressman James Clyburn refelects on the last time he saw Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
In 2006, leaders from 
three major schools of study 
at USC had a revelation: 
there was a need for a health 
communications program 
of study at the university.
“There are so many health 
disparities in our state, and 
a program was needed to 
help get the message out,” 
said Andrea Tanner , the 
School of Journalism and 
Mass Communicat ions 
study director.
The Arnold School of 
Public Health, the School 
of Journalism and Mass 
C om mu n ic a t ion s  a nd 
t he School  of  Librar y 
and Information Science 
worked together to create 
the program.
After hundreds of hours 
of hard work, revamping 
and curriculum writing the 
program will begin this 
semester.
“W hen I got here in 
2006, we started a task 
force on the program,” 
Daniela Fr iedman, the 
Arnold School of Public 
Health director, said. “Two 
years later, ever y th ing 
is  approved, and we’re 
starting.”
T he  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  a n 
18-hou r prog ram t hat 
includes three core courses 
as well as elect ives and 
health involvement in the 
community, is picking up 
popularity around campus, 
Tanner said.
So far, only one student is 
enrolled for this upcoming 
semester, but Friedman said 
applications have already 
been received for the fall.
So what can one do with 
this new certifi cate? 
A variety of things, said 
Lauren Vincent ,the first 
student enrolled in the 
program, will receive a 
Cert if icate of Graduate 
S t u d y  a n d  H e a l t h 
Communication. Vincent 
currently works for USC, 
h e a d i n g  t h e  He a l t h y 
Carolina project. 
“Health communication 
is a really growing field,” 
Vincent said. “You could 
be a health reporter, a 
consultant for a media 
group, write for magazines 
that focus on health, work 
New major welcomes 
student to program
Three schools combine 
studies to create health 
communications degree
Josh Dawsey
STAFF WRITER
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Beyonce performs at the Inauguration kickoff in front of the Lincoln Memorial Sunday. 
She sang “America the Beautiful” for the thousands gathered around the refl ecting pool.
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The USC community wants to know what your organization has 
going on this week, and The Daily Gamecock wants to help you 
spread the word. If your organization has an upcoming meeting or 
event you want publicized, contact gamecocknews@sc.edu or 
stop by our offi ce in the Russell House, room 333. 
“Carolina Briefs” submissions should include the time, place, name 
and a description of the meeting or event, as well as a contact 
person for any questions. The description shouldn’t exceed 50 words. 
Submissions should be sent no later than 5:30 p.m. two days before 
publication. 
The Daily Gamecock reserves the right to edit, condense or hold any 
submission.  
Several GRE Strategy • 
Workshops will be held 
this week. The GMAT 
St rateg y Work shop 
will be held today in 
Gambrell, Room 151. 
The LSAT Strateg y 
Workshop will be held 
Wednesday, February 
4 in the BA, Room 002. 
Both workshops will be 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
To pre-register, visit 
their Web site http://
saeu.sc.edu/testing or 
call 803-777-9444.
The Spring Student • 
Organization Fair will 
be held Wednesday, 
Jan. 21 from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. More than 
100 different student 
organizations will have 
tables on Greene Street 
for the fair.
Richland County and • 
t h e  U S C  A t h l e t i c 
Department partnered 
to create the Garnet, 
Black and Green recycle 
program. Fans who 
bring recyclable plastic 
to any men or women’s 
home basketball game 
up unt il Jan. 24 can 
enter a chance to win 
a Super Bowl Part y 
P r i z e  P a c k .  T h i s 
package includes a fl at 
screen LCD T.V. and 
food for a Super Bowl 
party. The winner will 
be announced on Jan. 
28 dur ing the USC 
vs. Vanderbilt men’s 
basketball game. 
BAGHDAD — Candidates 
in this month’s provincial 
elect ions are answer ing 
questions from voters and 
debating issues ranging from 
Baghdad’s housing shortage 
to the need to attract foreign 
investment.
This is the new style of 
campaigning in Iraq, where 
candidates feel safe enough 
to stump for votes and focus 
on grass-roots issues instead 
of the religious divisions and 
violence that overshadowed 
earlier elections in 2003.
The shift was evident at a 
weekend forum that brought 
together 13 candidates in the 
Jan. 31 election for provincial 
c o u n c i l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
communist, Shiites, Sunnis 
and a journalist who formed 
a party named after an Iraqi 
television show.
As a waiter in traditional 
Arab clothing poured coffee 
at the gathering in a Baghdad 
country club, the moderator 
and people in the audience 
asked candidates how they 
wo u ld  i m p r o v e  p u b l i c 
services.
They got one minute for 
each answer. And nobody 
was fazed when the power 
went out briefl y — a common 
occurrence in a country that 
still has severe electricity 
shortages.
Mad iha a l-Moussaw i  , 
a candidate from a secular 
party, promised to encourage 
foreign investment to help 
create jobs.
“Our goal is a better life 
for Baghdad and respect for 
women,” said Ayad Younis of 
the main Sunni bloc. 
J.W. Hayes leaned against 
South Carolina’s monument to 
Confederate soldiers Monday 
and said he couldn’t be prouder 
to be at that exact spot at the 
Statehouse, honoring the life 
of civil rights leader, the Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Hayes was at the capitol 
nine years ago on the first 
King Day at the Dome Rally, 
when 50,000 people called 
for the Confederate f lag to 
be removed from atop the 
Statehouse dome. On Monday, 
the fl ag was fl ying at its new 
home, on a 20-foot pole on 
the front lawn. But Hayes said 
he couldn’t be more full of 
hope.
“I’m a 55-year-old black 
man. I’ve been in Columbia all 
my life. I’ve seen Jim Crow at 
its worst. Today’s rally, it’s just 
special. It’s so special, because 
tomorrow we will welcome a 
black president,” said Hayes, 
stroking the gray hairs in his 
goatee. “I can’t imagine how 
MLK must feel today. He has 
to be overjoyed. I know he is 
here in spirit.”
Hayes was one of more than 
1,000 people who showed up 
Monday to honor the slain 
civil rights leader at the South 
Carolina NAACP’s annual 
King Day at the Dome rally. It 
was one of the smallest crowds 
in the nine years of the event, 
in no small part because many 
who would have come to the 
rally were in Washington, 
D.C. 
Plenty of people also showed 
up in the last two years to hear 
then Democratic presidential 
candidates, including Obama, 
Vice President-elect Joe 
Biden and Secretary of State 
nominee Hillary Clinton.
HIGHLANDS, N.J.  — 
Federal wildlife offi cials are 
convinced science is on their 
side in the decision to leave a 
group of bottlenose dolphins 
in a frigid New Jersey river 
over the winter, even if it 
means they die.
But t hey d idn’t  count 
on the “Fl ipper factor”: 
a n  i n t e n s e ,  e mot io n a l 
at tachment many people 
have toward dolphins, the 
highly intell igent, social 
m a m m a l s  who se  f ac i a l 
anatomy makes them look 
like they’re smiling.
W h e n  s c i e n c e  a n d 
sentiment collide, the result 
is what has been playing out 
at the Jersey shore since June 
— a battle over whether wild 
animals need humans’ help 
to survive, or whether they 
should be left alone to let 
nature take its course.
“They’re like children,” 
sa id Marlene A ntr im of 
Hazlet ,  of  t he an imals . 
She has circulated “Save 
T he  D olph i n s ! ”  f l i e r s 
i n  bu s i ne s se s  nea r  t he 
Shrewsbury River, north of 
Asbury Park and the central 
Jer sey  shore .  “ T hey ’re 
frightened.”
Three dolphins are known 
to have died so far, and only 
fi ve of the original 16 have 
remained in the Shrewsbury. 
Off icials of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration say the other 
eight possibly returned to 
the open sea on their own, 
but they have no way to 
know for sure.
The head of a mar ine 
mammal rescue group said 
Monday he’s afraid the last 
fi ve may have died.
Q: What is the major diﬀ erence from 
being an undergraduate student to a 
graduate student?
A: Th e main diﬀ erence primarily has to do 
with time. You just don’t have time in grad 
school to do anything but study. 
Q: What is the most enjoyable part 
about being the GSA’s president?
A: I deﬁ nitely enjoy being able to advocate 
for students that are sometimes forgotten. 
I also like being able to empower graduate 
students.
Q: What are you doing for the 
inauguration tomorrow?
A: I’ll be at work, but I’ll be watching it 
online. Th ere’s no way I’d miss it.
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist
Week
student lea
der of the
Q & A with 
Reed Cu rt is
Third-yea r h ighe r educat ion 
a nd student af fa i rs g raduate 
student, i s the p re s ident of 
the Graduate Student 
Assoc iat ion.
Visit our newest location at 2012 Harden Street
(803) 736-3110 • www.allsouth.org
Start the new year off right!
Join AllSouth today!
Federally insured by the NCUA.
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an important figure in our 
history.”
As the festivities began, 
USC Pre s ident  H a r r i s 
Pastides welcomed everyone 
on behalf of the university. 
“I couldn’t be happier to 
be with you this morning 
celebrating the life and legacy 
of Dr. King,” he said. 
Past ides then went on 
to share a story about how 
King had touched his own 
life. He recalled the day of 
April 4, 1968 when King was 
assassinated. 
Pastides, although young, 
“knew what had happened. 
Our nation had lost a black 
leader.” Pastides then said his 
parents corrected him saying, 
“He wasn’t just a leader of the 
blacks. He was a leader of all 
of us. Our struggle was his 
and now his struggle must be 
all of ours.”
Crystal Garrett, a fourth-
year  voice  s t udent  and 
Miss South Carolina 2007, 
performed a song and Student 
Body President A ndrew 
G aeck le  ,  a  four t h-year 
international studies student, 
read a Martin Luther King 
litany. 
C o n g r e s s m a n  Ja m e s 
Clyburn was the speaker 
for the event. Clyburn’s 
speech focused on his first 
meeting with King. Clyburn 
was actively involved in the 
Civil Rights movement while 
he was a student at South 
Carolina State University. 
However, S.C. State would 
not al low for a NA ACP 
chapter, so all meetings were 
held on the Clafl in University 
campus.
All of the students who 
had been working to achieve 
equality at the time attended 
a conference for the Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee. 
“A l l  of  us were t here 
knowing that something 
needed to be done but 
not knowing what to do,” 
Clyburn said. 
Clyburn and his peers met 
with King until 4 a.m. the 
next day. 
“I became somebody else. 
I can’t explain it, I just knew 
that I was in the presence 
of something and someone 
spec ia l ,”  he  sa id  w it h 
emotion in his voice. 
Clyburn went on to refl ect 
on president-electBarack 
Obama’s victory.
“I don’t believe there is 
anybody in this room who 
really thought they would 
live to see what happened 
on Nov.  4 ,  but  d iv i ne 
providence made it so.” 
Throughout his speech, 
C l y b u r n  c o n t i n u a l l y 
challenged the audience 
of more than 500 with the 
question, “Where do we go 
from here?” 
KING ● Continued from 1
in the public health fi eld and 
design media campaigns.”
The prog ram is  open 
to both students with or 
without master’s degrees, 
Tanner said. Exactly how 
long the program will take is 
up to the individual student.
“I’ve been surprised so 
far that we’ve had so many 
people contact us and we’re 
just starting to get the word 
out,” Tanner said.
She said potential hospital 
spokespeople would benefi t 
from the job, along with 
those interested in studying 
health technology and how 
messages are carried to the 
public.
For Tanner, the shining 
moment of the program is 
the collaboration between 
the three different schools 
on campus.
“ It ’s  bei ng pushed at 
u n iver s it ie s  ac ros s  t he 
Un it e d  St a t e s  t o  h ave 
interdisciplinary efforts,” 
Tanner said. “What we’re 
proud of most is that it’s a 
joint program.”
MILWAUKEE — Kellogg Co. said Monday 
federal authorit ies have conf irmed that 
salmonella was found in a single package of 
its peanut butter crackers, as two grocers and 
General Mills Corp. recalled some of their 
products because of the scare.
Kellogg had recalled 16 products last 
week because of the possibility of salmonella 
contamination.
On Monday, the company based in Battle 
Creek, Mich., said the Food and Drug 
Administration confirmed contamination 
in a single package of Austin Quality Foods 
Toasty Crackers with Peanut Butter.
Food companies and retailers have been 
recalling products with peanut butter in them 
because of suspicion of contamination amid 
a salmonella outbreak that has killed at least 
six people and sickened more than 470 others 
in 43 states. At least 90 people have been 
hospitalized.
Also Monday, Midwestern grocer and 
retailer Meijer Inc. said it was recalling two 
types of crackers and two varieties of ice 
cream because of the possibility of salmonella 
contamination: Meijer brand Cheese and 
Peanut Butter and Toasty Peanut Butter 
sandwich crackers, and Peanut Butter and 
Jelly and Peanut Butter Cup ice cream.
Golden Valley, Minn.-based General Mills 
said in a news release Monday afternoon that 
it was recalling two f lavors of snack bars: 
LARABAR Peanut Butter Cookie snack 
bars and JamFrakas Peanut Butter Blisscrisp 
snack bars. The company said the recall 
affected 15,000 cases and no illnesses have 
been reported. General Mills said the recall 
did not affect any other products it makes.
It was not immediately clear how many 
packages of Kellogg crackers had been tested, 
if more tests were being made on other 
products or if some had already been found 
not have salmonella, Kellogg spokesperson 
Kris Charles said. A spokesperson for the 
FDA said the agency was not providing any 
new information Monday, a federal holiday.
The government on Saturday had advised 
consumers to avoid eating cookies, cakes, 
ice cream and other foods containing peanut 
butter until health offi cials learn more about 
the contamination.
Most  pea nut  but ter  sold  i n  ja r s  at 
supermarkets appears to be safe, officials 
said.
Officials have been focusing on peanut 
paste and peanut butter made at Peanut Corp. 
of America’s plant in Blakely, Ga.
On Sunday, Peanut Corp. expanded its own 
recall to all peanut butter and peanut paste 
produced at the Blakely plant since July 1.
The company’s peanut butter is not sold 
directly to consumers but it is distributed 
to institutions and food companies. The 
peanut paste, made from roasted peanuts, 
is an ingredient in cookies, cakes and other 
products sold to consumers.
Meijer, based in Grand Rapids, said in a 
news release Monday it was issuing its recall 
because makers of its products had announced 
possible contamination. The products are sold 
in Meijer stores and gas stations in Michigan, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky.
PROGRAM ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
OUTBREAK CAUSES RECALL 
OF PEANUT BUTTER FOODS
Emily Fredrix
Th e Associated Press
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu
FAMOUS
SLAW DOGS
2 $299FOR
ONE weekFREE (new customers only)tanning
Expires March 31, 2009
SUPER TAN
Harden Street, next to Food Lion
No Membership Fee
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for only               a month!$35
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At Arlington National Cemetery, there is a tomb 
containing the remains of unidentifi ed American soldiers 
from four international conflicts . At regular intervals 
in front of the gravestone, infantrymen hand off their 
guns to members of the next shift, passing on a solemn 
responsibility.
Today, we will watch another momentous ceremony 
take place in Washington, D.C. This changing of the 
guard, though, will be televised and scrutinized by 
audiences the world over.
As Barack Obama assumes one of the heaviest burdens 
a man can bear, pundits will be chomping at the bit to 
praise or denigrate a presidency in its infancy. But for 
one day, the country should 
hold its collective tongue 
and hold its hand over its 
heart.
A t  t h e  To m b  o f  t h e 
Un k n o w n s ,  o n l o o k e r s 
watch in solemn reverence 
regardless of their opinion 
about the wars in which those soldiers fought. Today, the 
best we can do is to respect the offi ce. While those who 
voted for Obama are inwardly rejoicing, others may still 
be licking Election Day wounds. Still others are exulting 
at the end of what they deem a failed four years. But 
the president is the president, regardless of who fi lls the 
shoes.
Yes, we can turn a critical eye to Obama’s administration 
— in fact, it is our duty. You can bet that we as a 
newspaper will hold him to the same standards as any 
other Commander-In-Chief.
Today is not about that, though. It is indeed a changing 
of the guard, and it should be observed with the same 
degree of respect.
Obama is simply the 44thh person to swear to “preserve, 
protect and defend the Constitut ion of the United 
States.”
For one day, that is all that counts.
I was sitting in my public 
relations course and we were 
having a brief discussion 
about  Ba r ack  Oba m a’s 
lengthy and difficult road 
to the White House. Then 
it dawned on me. At the 
beginning of the election 
c yc le ,  e lec t i ng  Oba ma 
seemed more 
diffi cult than 
l a n d i n g  a 
man on the 
moon.
Ch i ldren 
a nd  adu lt s 
alike dreamt 
a b o u t  t h e 
m o o n  a n d 
s p a c e , 
b e l i e v i n g 
t h a t  s u c h 
an impossible feat would 
take forever.  For many 
Americans, this too was the 
consensus about a minority 
presidential candidate being 
able to make it all the way. 
All this until Mr. Obama had 
bested Hillary Clinton for 
the Democratic nomination.
Set aside technolog y, 
distance and the expense 
it would take to get to the 
moon. Simply, the color of 
a man’s skin would be the 
greatest obstacle in achieving 
the Oval Office. Entirely 
without having to board a 
rocket — easily a death-trap 
in that era — or encounter 
a  completely unear t h ly 
env i ronment ,  he would 
proceed to gain momentum 
for what once was thought a 
distant dream.
A r g u a b l y ,  O b a m a 
becoming our next president 
is bigger than the fi rst lunar 
landing that took place 
around 40 years ago. His 
being able to fundraise as if 
he himself was going to fund 
a taxpayer bailout and then 
winning millions of voters 
as a black man would be his 
incredible story and journey 
to  becom i ng t he  ch ief 
executive. Little experience 
in politics or governance 
would only be added to the 
list in convincing the public 
that his skin color made him 
unqualifi ed to be elected. His 
politics were right for the 
voters and, seemingly, skin 
color was removed from the 
race, minus that controlled 
by opponents and critics. 
In part, this is the beauty 
of his win because it did 
not depend on science’s 
technicalities. Millions of 
people simply bel iev ing 
in change and that a new 
definition of America was 
possible gave way to one of 
the meaningful and uplifting 
events in America’s time.
Obama’s inaugurat ion 
means that the civil rights 
movement, the despicable 
act s commit ted aga inst 
f e l low  A mer ic a n s  a nd 
society’s seemingly constant 
racial debate wil l al l be 
answered by acknowledging 
that though we may be an 
imperfect union, we are 
oriented towards progress.
It seemed that choosing 
not  on ly  a  b l ack  ma n , 
but one who is biracial as 
well, as president would 
b e  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e 
imagination. What was once 
impossible was made possible 
by people working together 
for a common goal.
We sit poised and proud 
to inaug urate our 4 4th 
pres ident .  Ca l l ing h im 
our first black president is 
something I’ll leave for the 
history books. Americans 
around the world have had 
their votes counted and 
together have created the 
reality that our country has 
so long stood for, but not 
always shown — that all 
Americans, are created equal.
For a throwback to that fi rst 
time in 1968. . .the Eagle has 
landed.
It’s mid-January in South 
Carolina and it’s beginning 
to feel like winter. This past 
weekend we reached record-
breaking lows in temperature, 
plunging from 30 degrees to 
the single digits in the span of 
a few hours. Walking out of 
Five Points on Saturday night 
(or Sunday morning, as most 
of us are guilty 
o f ) ,  c o l l e g e 
st udent s  and 
bartenders alike 
were amazed to 
fi nd ice already 
forming on the 
roads. Yet, to 
our dismay, we 
didn’t see any 
of those little 
wh it e  f l a ke s 
t h a t  g e t  u s 
Southerners in 
such a fl urry.
W h i l e 
expressing my grievance to a 
friend from one of northern 
states whose temperature 
averages about 50 degrees all 
year, he asked, “What is with 
the South and snow? What is 
the big deal?”
What is the big deal? The big 
deal is that snow is the cause of 
the South’s triumph and demise 
during the winter months, an 
unpredictable constituent of 
Mother Nature rarely wasted 
on us. The big deal is that a 
mere inch of snow can cause 
a day-long vacat ion f rom 
school while simultaneously 
causing a dramatic increase 
of traffic collisions. The big 
deal is that for a state whose 
regular wear is fl ip-fl ops, snow 
is just out of the norm. The big 
deal is most of us who grew 
up in this region plagued by 
humidity have never even built 
a snowman. 
My point is, for a girl who 
grew up in South Carolina, 
snow is a big deal that is as 
rare as four-foot waves in the 
Caribbean Sea. 
T he  S out h  de f i n i t e l y 
has developed a love-hate 
relationship with this frozen 
precipitation. We all groan 
when we wake up to our cars 
being iced over, we curse 
the weather that forces us to 
change from shorts to parkas 
and we resent any form of 
water that makes roadways 
slicker (apparently, according 
to multiple surveys, we don’t 
have the best driving skills).
However, every t ime we 
hear our local meteorologists 
mutter that four-letter word, 
we all turn into children. We 
anticipate the closing of schools 
and work places. We start 
creating sleds out of cardboard 
boxes. We even bust out the 
cameras in hopes of catching 
this rarity on fi lm. 
I can see how our visitors 
from the northern regions fi nd 
our behavior towards snow 
strange. 
Monday was f i l led with 
promises of snow in almost 
every southern state, including 
ours ,  and a l ready people 
are f i l led with that giddy 
excitement of catching the 
first flurries. Our mandatory 
greeting of “How are you?” has 
been replaced by “Did you hear 
that it might snow?!” Although 
the party poopers will be 
whining about the traffi c, I say 
let it snow. After all, we should 
enjoy it now before returning 
to the normalcy of our beloved 
cold rain. 
Lexington’s Mayor Randy 
Halfacre recently proposed 
a plan to reduce the severity 
of  t he  tow n’s  smok i ng 
prohibition in restaurants 
and bars, seeking to allow 
smoking outdoors on patios 
and decks. The members of 
Lex ington’s 
town council 
w i l l  m e e t 
t o  d i s c u s s 
H a l f a c r e ’ s 
policy, which 
m a y  t a k e 
at least two 
months to put into effect. 
In Camden, Columbia and 
Richland County, smokers 
can dine outside and be 
served, whereas in Lexington, 
smokers must order food 
inside and take it outside 
themselves . The town leaders 
of these other areas are 
waiting for the outcome of 
the new plan to adjust their 
restrictions for the sake of 
consistency.
T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l 
subst a nt ia l  rea sons  for 
wanting to minimize the 
ban on smoking, not the 
least of them the economic 
downturn. Bar and restaurant 
owners are complaining about 
the lack of business, stating 
that non-smoking laws are 
discouraging customers from 
dining out. While this is a 
valid argument, the needs 
of all consumers need to be 
considered. Is it really so 
much to ask that smokers 
refrain from their habit for a 
few hours at most? 
Yes, people have the right 
to choose what they do for 
themselves. No, people do 
not have the right to poison 
others’ air and disrupt their 
dining experience simply 
because they want their $35 
fi let to taste like cinder. Filters 
do only so much, and are 
practically useless outdoors. 
I understand this seems a lot 
to ask, seeing smokers give 
up one isolated place so non-
smokers can eat both inside 
and out. During the winter, 
t hough,  d in ing out s ide 
would be nigh impossible 
anyway. How would smokers 
make it through the winter 
months? This ban has been 
in enforcement for only 
three months, and already 
it is being broken down and 
compromised. Where is this 
slippery slope leading us? 
Some a rg ue  t hat  t he 
smok ing suppress ion i s 
itself ridiculous. Allowing 
smoking should be a decision 
best left to the proprietor 
and government should not 
interfere with capitalism. 
However,  i f  re s t au ra nt 
owners are allowed to choose 
whether they permit smoking 
in their establishments, those 
with restrict ions will be 
more susceptible to a smaller 
patronage. According to 
successful business guidelines, 
intentionally limiting one’s 
clientele is a foolish decision. 
Therefore, more restaurants 
would be smoker-friendly. 
L i k e w i s e ,  i f  C a m d e n , 
Columbia and R ichland 
County follow in Lexington’s 
footsteps for stricter non-
smoking laws, smokers are 
left with no choice for dining 
options, and will revisit their 
old establishments if they 
want to go out at all. There 
are nearby restaurants that 
offer outdoor smoking, which 
puts Lexington’s bars and 
restaurants at a disadvantage. 
Once every city is regulated, 
bars and restaurants will see 
more booming business due 
to the even playing field — 
not because smoking is once 
again allowed.
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One should absorb the colour of life, but one should never 
remember its details. Details are always vulgar.
— Oscar Wilde 
 
To call a Charlie Kaufman screenplay 
diffi cult would be an understatement. 
“Being John Malkovich” and “Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind” may 
be mind-bending narrative exercises, 
but the writing of both also shows, 
through extreme situations, an honest 
understanding of the human condition.
In “Synecdoche, New York” the 
Academy Award-winning screenwriter 
steps behind the camera, working for 
the fi rst time as writer and director.
“Synecdoche” is a character study 
of Caden Cotard (Philip Seymour 
Hoffman) , a lofty theater director 
who struggles in his relationships with 
women and increasing health problems 
that leave him lonely, unsatisfi ed and 
afraid of death. 
After receiving a MacArthur grant , 
Cotard decides to repl icate New 
York inside a colossal warehouse and 
populate it with actors as part of a play 
he can never seem to develop.
If it sounds bizarre or complicated, 
it is. Very few fi lms in recent memory 
have leapt off the screen quite like 
“Synecdoche, New York.” It is complex 
and intellectual, but also wholly original 
and deeply personal.
If Cotard is trying to consolidate 
the entire human experience into one 
art ist ic triumph, Kaufman comes 
dangerously close to mirroring this 
goal. There is an undeniable emotional 
core to the fi lm.
Kaufman as writer manages to create 
an astounding story, weaving in dozens 
of double meanings and allusions 
to theater, literature, religion and 
science. Gradually it becomes a world 
of dizzying doubles and triples where 
actors play the actors playing the people 
in Cotard’s life, and reality becomes 
increasingly uncertain. 
Kaufman as director rarely feels the 
need to explain any of this, and as a result 
the fi lm ends up feeling overwhelming 
at times, but in a way that lets it break 
free and progress without being bogged 
down by a need to justify itself.
The best decision he makes is to keep 
the style simple: while single edits may 
jump the film forward seven months 
to eleven years, the camera moves 
f luidly and individual sequences are 
crafted with a deceptive understatement 
to allow the ideas room to manifest 
without distraction.
As Cotard, Hoffman proves again 
why he holds a claim to becoming the 
best actor of his generation. Over the 
forty years the fi lm inhabits, he allows 
Cotard’s frustration and fears to give 
way to overwhelming grief and failure. 
Hoffman instills in Cotard’s pervasive 
fear of death real sympathy and an 
understanding of human frailty.
The rest of the ensemble is perfectly 
cast. Each actor illuminates or confounds 
a different side of Cotard. Samantha 
Morton and Michelle Williams stand 
out among the large crowd.
“Synecdoche, New York” is a daunting 
film, and one that may inspire a hot 
shower and a couple of Advil instead 
of instant gratifi cation. It is a stunning 
burst of creativity that considers the 
extreme degrees to which art can refl ect 
life. Kaufman fi nds a way to push his 
medium to the breaking point, and then 
nudges it over the edge.
It’s painfully funny, surprisingly 
touching and chronically awe-inspiring. 
To say it’s a great film almost does 
it injustice. As one character says of 
Cotard’s project, “It’s everything.”
 
The Gourds are perhaps best known via 
a case of mistaken identity. 
Often, when people hear the lyrics, 
“With so much drama in the L-B-C ...” 
sung with a country twang, they think of 
a Phish cover of the Snoop Dogg original. 
But, the Austin-based The Gourds can 
take claim to much more than just this bar 
favorite. 
As is the case with “Gin and Juice,” The 
Gourds are most often known for their 
ambiguous comparisons with other artists. 
Rotating its vocal responsibilities between 
three of its members, Kevin “Shinyribs” 
Russell , Jimmy Smith and Uncle Tupelo 
and Wilco contributor Max Johnston , the 
group can take on many different sounds 
and create much genre uncertainty. 
But The Gourds are much more than 
a product of variety and their infl uences. 
The band’s evolution has been charted 
through such highly acclaimed albums as 
2001’s “Shinebox” (containing “Gin and 
Juice”) , 2007’s “Noble Creatures” and the 
Jan. 6 release of “Haymaker!” As a strong 
testimony to the band’s infatuation with 
outside musical infl uences, “Shinebox” is 
living proof of The Gourds’ dedication 
to immortalizing a rich musical past 
by expanding on a wide variety of its 
inspirat ions. Similarly, “Haymaker!” 
evokes the same type of versatility without 
calling the band’s originality or musical 
purpose too far into question. 
Like its lead track to “Shinebox,” 
“Country Love”  inspires early Beatles-like 
innocence, using Russell’s vocal thickness 
which is similar to Randy Newman, sans 
Disney. In songs like “Hey Thurman,” 
Smith’s more grimacing, grumbling 
mumbles take on the sound of the North 
Mississippi All-Stars’ lead man, Luther 
Dickinson . Similar to Dickinson and 
alt-country group Old Crow Medicine 
Show, “Hey Thurman” tells a bittersweet 
story about a close friend who refuses to 
grow out of a lazy, party-filled lifestyle. 
Leading the track “Luddite Juice,” Smith 
memorializes a historical protest against 
Industrial Revolution layoffs using an 
organ similar to the one in Bob Dylan’s 
“Like a Rolling Stone.”
“Haymaker!” extends its geographic 
trek in songs like “All the Way to Jericho,” 
“Shreveport” and “Tex-Mex Mile,” all sung 
by Johnston. These migration tracks take 
the listener from muddy Route 66 through 
the blue-skied, dusty west. In the first 
two, Johnston’s deep-voiced wisdom paints 
D o  y ou  e n joy  s u s h i , 
Wes Anderson f ilms and 
correcting the misguided 
grammar of those around 
you? If so, then you are 
most likely what Christian 
L a n d e r  w o u l d  s i m p l y 
describe as “a white person.” 
Lander,  fou nder of  t he 
t o n g u e - i n - c h e e k  b l o g 
Stuffwhitepeoplelike.com, 
has made it his mission to 
chronicle more than 100 
activities, ideas and everyday 
things that white people take 
pleasure in. Lander’s blog 
even inspired him to write 
a book by the same name, 
boasting itself as “a defi nitive 
guide to the unique taste of 
millions.” 
Lander’s site began in 
January of 2008 as a joke 
bet ween h im and a few 
friends. However, the blog 
quick ly grew, garnering 
more than 40 million hits 
in its first year, persuading 
Lander to enhance his Web 
site and constantly add more 
to his all-encompassing list.
Before diving into Lander’s 
full list of stuff white people 
like, one should know that 
Lander isn’t discussing all 
white people in general, but 
specifically left wing, well-
educated, upper middle-class 
white people and hipsters as 
well. Lander will sometimes 
refer to “the wrong type of 
white person,” indicating 
someone who supports big 
corporations or has never 
heard of Michael Gondry .
L a n d e r ’ s  c o m e d i c 
st yle play ful ly describes 
something that the “right 
type of white person” enjoys 
such as “living by a body of 
water.” Lander writes his 
posts in very simple, matter-
of-fact language that lends 
to their hilarity. What really 
gives “Stuff White People 
Like” its charm is that the 
majority of the entries are, to 
some extent, true (if not for 
yourself, then for someone 
you know).
Lander’s blog also includes 
tips for befriending white 
people, such as how to gain 
a white person’s trust by 
sharing your embarrassing 
high school moments and 
how to get invited to a game 
of Ultimate Frisbee. The 
generalizations made about 
white people are extremely 
clever, and the way in which 
Lander hones in on what 
literally millions of like-
minded people consider to be 
his or her own unique taste is 
both inventive and amusing.
Many of his entries include 
common themes such as 
white people’s pride in being 
knowledgeable on the most 
obscure band/movie/artist 
of the moment or in the 
fact that his/her groceries 
were bought from a farmers 
market and are completely 
organic. The site proves its 
hilarity with such posts as 
“Hat ing Their Parents”, 
“Standing Still At Concerts” 
and “Threatening To Move 
To Canada.”
W h i l e  s o m e  o f  t h e 
posts are t ired and seem 
to have been recognized 
and sat irized before, the 
majority of Lander’s entries 
are fresh and funny. Some 
posts also seem to apply to a 
very specifi c group, making 
them seem too unique to fi t 
the broad category of white 
people Lander has set out to 
depict.
Some commentators of 
SWPL have found the site 
to be of fensive with the 
stereotypes it shamelessly 
c r it iques  a nd sat i r ize s ; 
however, those reading the 
blog should note that the 
site is in no way meant to 
be demeaning or hateful. 
Overall, the site is quite a 
laugh with a list of funny (if 
not true) things that white 
people enjoy. 
‘Synecdoche’ proves intriguing, complex 
In Kaufman style, fi lm moves fl uidly 
through time, challenges expectations, 
viewers’ minds with diffi cult themes
“ Synecdoche, New York”
★★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Run Time: 124 minutes
Director: Charlie Kaufman
Actors: Philip Seymour Hoffman, 
Samantha Morton, Michelle 
Williams, Catherine Keener
Rating: R for language and some 
sexual content/nudity
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER
C o m m e n t s  o n  t h i s  s t o r y ?  E - m a i l 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Courtesy of Sony Pictures Classic
As with other Kaufman movies, ‘Synecdoche’ weaves multiple 
storylines together, moves through time inconsistently and 
forces viewers to grapple with both the fi lm and its meaning.
Sites to look for :
http://stuffwhitepeoplelike.com
The blog, created in January of 2008, plays up commonly 
held beliefs about white people. It was so successful that 
writer Christian Lander released a book late last year.
Courtesy of www.thegourds.com
The goofy and eclectic bunch from Austin, Texas fuses many different styles together 
to continue producing hits that are popular across many genres. Their varied covers 
helped their rise to popularty, but crazy antics have helped to keep them on top.
Th e Gourds release another 
inﬂ uential hit full of variety
Lyrics on new album continue to refl ect 
southern-rock style, paint vivid pictures 
of trucker life, depict sub-culture
Jonathan Coe
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
GOURDS ● 8
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Blog reveals hilarious 
‘white people’ stereotypes 
with lighthearted accuracy
Ashley Warren
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★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
PAGE 8 The Daily Gamecock  ●  TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2009
the picture of a trucker’s 
window-side view in his 
perpetual search to dodge 
loneliness on the road. But 
he redeems the sorrow of 
trucker melancholia with 
beautiful descriptions of 
this pilgrimage landscape. 
In “Gin and Juice”-like 
fashion, Johnston later 
references trucker v ice 
w i t h  s u c h  i m a g e s  a s 
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e s  , 
roadside prisons, truck stop 
prostitutes and Pachooka 
weed .  
Johnston displays his 
infallible versatility in the 
love song “Valent ine,” 
a slower, more pat ient 
song with mandolin and 
accordion use similar to 
the New Orleans Zydeco 
group, The Iguanas . 
The Gourds’ eclecticism 
culminates with full force 
in the track “Bridget,” 
another t rucker bal lad 
about picking up a lively-
eyed hitchhiker. Sung by 
Smith, it pays homage to the 
traditional youth wanderer, 
this time portrayed as a 
lovely revolutionary-type 
who wants to “make a 
difference” and eventually 
calls the narrator, “you 
o ld  g e e z e r,”  p e rh ap s 
commenting on the state 
of lost, romantic youths of 
today. 
Despite overall variation 
from lyricist to lyricist, 
many of the tracks  seem 
to be more of the same 
for The Gourds: short, 
simple verses and witty 
hooks that comprise more 
of the song’s focus than 
their actual verses. In a 
musical age of nuanced 
sou nds  a nd  i nvent ive 
genres, they creat ively 
and adventurously draw 
on Jerry Garcia and David 
Grisman , The Stanley 
Brothers , Los Lobos and 
Drive-By Truckers ,  in 
addition to those already 
me nt io ne d .  To  t he i r 
credit, The Gourds openly 
reference their infl uences 
across the board, even if 
no one can believe their 
affiliation to the popular 
gangster rap cover. 
 
GOURDS ● Continued from 7
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
As the nation celebrates 
the inauguration of its 44th 
president, there will be no 
shortage of megawatt star 
p ower  i n  Wa s h i n g ton . 
Beyonce,  Jay-Z , Denzel 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  B r u c e 
Springsteen, Jamie Foxx, the 
Jonas Brothers, John Legend, 
Bono, Shakira, Sheryl Crow 
and Stevie Wonder , among 
many others, will honor the 
incoming chief executive.
There’ll be no question, 
however, as to who’s the 
mo s t  om n ipre s ent  p op 
cultural icon on the banks 
of the Potomac . That would 
be Barack Obama, the self-
described “skinny kid with a 
funny name.” 
Obama is the president-
elect-as-pop-star who’s got 
his own set of Topps trading 
cards, including one of him 
in his high school basketball 
uniform . In a downward-
spiraling economy, his mug is 
a reliable sales tool, adorning 
T-shirts and coffee cups , as 
well as endless iterations of 
street artist Shepard Fairey ’s 
HOPE poster, which hangs 
in the Smithsonian’s National 
Portrait Gallery and has been 
retrofi tted for covers of Time 
and Esquire .
I n  Ju ly,  Dea n R ader , 
c o a u t h o r  o f  t h e  b l o g 
“SemiObama,” which focuses 
on the “new visual culture” 
surrounding Obama, wrote in 
the San Francisco Chronicle 
“in the history of this country, 
no American politician has 
so thoroughly saturated the 
vast stretches of the semiotic 
imagination as Obama.” 
What that means is that 
even more so now, Obama is 
everywhere.
A nd one reason he i s 
everywhere is that “there are 
so many more places to be 
now,” as Rader put it in an 
interview last week.
A n often-used analogy 
of the Democratic primary 
season was that Hi l lar y 
Clinton’s more conventional 
campaign qualified her as a 
PC, while Obama’s edgier 
approach made him a Mac.
“But Obama is also an 
iPod, and an iPhone, and a 
BlackBerry and a PlayStation,” 
says Rader. “If you think of 
the gadgets and the options 
on those gadgets — Twitter, 
MySpace, Facebook — as the 
domain of a new generation, 
he used that domain to reach 
out to a new group of people 
and involve them in the 
political process. There are 
so many spaces that so many 
Americans go to now where 
there haven’t been politicians 
before. And he was the fi rst 
guy to get there.”
“A nd it ’s  not  just  t he 
Internet stuff,” says James 
Peterson ,  a professor at 
Buck nel l Universit y and 
founder of the educational 
consulting company Hip-
Hop Schola r s  .  “ It ’s  h i s 
relationship to technology. 
He doesn’t want to let go of 
that BlackBerry, man. That’s 
pop culture. Because our 
relationship to technology 
is very different than those 
who came before us. ... For 
people who grew up in the 
information age, technology 
is a big part of their lives.”
The interactive means by 
which the candidate built his 
constituency also will give 
his supporters an outlet to 
voice frustrations, should the 
Obama presidency not live up 
to expectations. 
“It will be interesting to 
see how the images of him 
change as he has to make 
dif f icult decisions. What 
happens if all the people 
making tennis shoes with his 
picture on them get laid off?” 
adds Rader.
Obama’s stature as pop-
culture f igure also grows 
out of what comes across as 
authentic passion for popular 
culture. In July, he told 
Rolling Stone that he had 
Miles Davis, John Coltrane 
and Howlin’ Wolf on his 
iPod, in addition to Stevie 
Wonder, Bruce Springsteen 
and Sheryl Crow. 
He referenced Jay-Z’s 
“Dirt Off My Shoulder” 
a f ter  debat i ng  C l i nton 
in Phi ladelphia in Apri l 
in “a (brush-off ) gesture 
that endears him to youth 
culture,” says Peterson, who 
calls Obama the “first hip-
hop generation candidate.”
Obama has been critical of 
rap content, but hip-hop has 
shown him only love, with 
tributes from mainstream 
acts like Nas and Ludacris 
as well as underground MCs 
like Murs and Mekka Don, 
whose new Obama-themed 
EP “All Eyes on Me” recasts 
Tupac Shakur’s “Dear Mama” 
as “Dear Obama.” 
After Obama was elected, 
his campaign released “50 
Things You Don’t Know 
About Barack Obama.” The 
first revealed that he’s a fan 
boy at heart: “He collects 
Spider-Man and Conan the 
Barbarian comics.” 
“I just thought, ‘This has 
got to be the coolest thing 
on Planet Earth for us,’” says 
Joe Quesada , Marvel’s editor. 
“The commander-in-chief is 
actually a nerd-in-chief.”
Obama’s comfort with the 
entertainment world, without 
seeming hopelessly in thrall, 
has drawn the entertainment 
world to him.
“He’s as at ease with Jay-Z 
as he would be with the 
president of France,” says 
actor Blair Underwood, who 
narrates the hagiographic 
DV D “President Barack 
Obama: The Man and His 
Journey,” which comes out 
Tuesday. 
Un d e r w o o d  b e l i e v e s 
that the keys to Obama’s 
pop-cultural appeal are “his 
youth, his intellect, and the 
fact that he’s biracial. He 
has experience reconciling 
different cultures. He can 
see other people’s points of 
view and other people can see 
themselves in him.”
As with the electorate at 
large, Obama “expanded 
t he  p o ol  of  p ol i t ic a l l y 
act ive people within the 
entertainment industry,” 
says Ted Johnson, managing 
editor of Variety , who writes 
a blog on Variety.com about 
politics and entertainment. 
Obama’s Harvard friend and 
“CSI:NY” actor Hill Harper 
r e c r u i t e d  Und e r wo o d . 
Rapper w i l l . i .am’s  “Yes 
We Can” video on the eve 
of Super Tuesday gave a 
forum to everyone f rom 
Scarlett Johansson to Herbie 
Hancock.
T h e  s h e e r  s c a l e  o f 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a t  t h e 
inauguration is due to “pent-
up demand,” says Johnson. 
A broad range of art ists, 
from soul man Sam Moore 
to teen star Demi Lovato to 
avant-pop star Santogold, 
will perform at shindigs that 
Creative Coalition director 
Robin Bronk collectively calls 
“Obamarama.”
J o h n s o n  c a l l s  t h i s 
presidential fete “the biggest 
ever,” with Bill Clinton’s 1993 
swearing-in the only real 
competition. 
Obama’s celebr it y was 
mocked by McCain, and 
in opinion polls, voters say 
celeb endorsements don’t 
inf luence them. So did the 
Obama campaign’s success 
at bonding the candidate to a 
youthful demographic really 
help him get elected?
“It made a huge difference,” 
NBC News and Wall Street 
Journal pollster Peter D. Hart 
told Rolling Stone. “Youth 
voters ... turned to Obama in 
numbers that are just hard to 
fathom. ... It was a connection 
that was as psychological as it 
was issue-driven.
“This is somebody who 
spoke their language, who 
understood the times. ... Gore 
carried young voters by two 
points. Kerry carried them 
by about nine points. Obama 
carried them by 34 points.”
 
Obama becomes pop culture icon
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WE ACCEPT
BULLDOG BUCKS
Where:
Monday (ONLY) - Russell House
University Union - 3rd Floor Lobby
Tuesday thru Friday - Russell House
University Union - 2nd Floor Lobby
When:
Mon. Jan. 19 thru Fri. Jan. 23
Time:
9 A.M. - 5 P.M.
Sponsor:
Russell House
University Union
???????????? ?????????
?? ??
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
FREAKY FAST DELIVERY!
2015 DEVINE ST. ~ 803.806.8282
715 GERVAIS ST. ~ 803.933.9595
5910 GARNERS FERRY RD. ~ 803.695.3278
FOR EMPTY STOMACHS
FAST ACTING 
RELIEF
Lolita Jones / The Chicago Tribune
Obama, known for his laid-back style, connected with this 
generation in a way that previous canidates have not.
President-elect used
music, comic strips 
to reach young voters
Dan Deluca
MCT Campus
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
Spurned ◆ By Jarad Greene
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Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / Th e Daily Gamecock
The Scene
USC@
HOROSCOPES
1234567890-=
AUSTIN CRANE, TORO Y MOI. MIKEY MEW 
AND THE LOVELY FEW, GHOSTS OF THE 
GREAT HIGHWAY
7 p.m., $5 over 21/$7 under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
A R I E S  Y o u ’ r e 
sometimes a loner, but you 
can do very well working 
with a team. You’re the spark 
that gets them ignited. 
TAURUS You should 
be able to advance your cause 
quite a bit in the next few 
weeks. So figure out what 
your cause is, exactly, and 
what you’ll do to achieve it.
GEM IN I  I n i t i a l 
diff icult ies give way to a 
wonder f u l  even ing.  Set 
up a date to go out with a 
person who always makes 
you laugh. 
CANCER  If you’ve 
spent too much lately, don’t 
fall into a pit of despair. 
Look around for ways to 
make more money. Money is 
everywhere.
LEO Condit ions are 
good for cuddling up in 
a  comfor t able  place .  I f 
obligations interfere, just get 
back as soon as you can.
VIRGO  There will 
be more work, and more 
breakdowns, for the next 
four weeks. Be sure to have 
extra parts. You may have to 
fi x something. 
LIBRA Follow a friend’s 
suggest ion and get into 
a new book. Consider it 
research for the next novel 
you write. This could be 
your inspiration.
SCORPIO A home-
based business can do well 
now. Do you have one of 
your own? If not, now’s a 
good time to begin. Make a 
few notes, as a start. 
SAGIT TA RIUS 
D o u b l e - c h e c k  a n y 
informat ion you receive 
before sending it on. You 
have a natural compulsion to 
tell the truth, which is good. 
CAPRICORN No 
need to act hastily. Better 
to wait and see what you 
can generate from what you 
already have on hand. 
A Q U A R I U S  A 
diffi cult morning eases into a 
lovely afternoon. You have a 
good excuse to eat out, or get 
something already cooked. 
PISCES You’re probably 
thinking of lots of reasons 
why a grand scheme won’t 
work. You might be right 
about some of them, too. 
Better make a l ist, while 
they’re on your mind.
TODAY 
SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK
6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NIGHT
8:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
ACOUSTIC CAFÉ
9:30 p.m., free
Russell House Starbucks
CYBER FYBER
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Gallery 80808, 808 Lady St.
TOMORROW
LET THE RIGHT ONE IN
8:30 p.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.
JAM TRONICA, LIVING RHEUM, FLECHETTE 
15
8 p.m., $5 over 21/ $8 under
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
FANNY PAK AT THE MEN’S BASKETBALL 
HALFTIME SHOW
7 p.m.
Colonial Life Arena
MR. B’S GOODTIME KARAOKE EXPLOSION
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
01/20/09
1 2 3 4
for 01/16/09
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KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — The Gamecocks 
basketball team staged a strong comeback 
attempt after facing a defi cit as high as 19 
points and trailing for the majority of the 
game. 
Their efforts, however, proved futile, as 
the Vols would prevail to an 82-79 victory. 
Carolina waited until around the f ive-
minute mark to begin their fi nal spurt, as 
they outscored Tennessee by 10 points.
The Gamecocks were led by a strong 
effort from junior forward Dominique 
Archie, who contributed 19 points and 12 
rebounds and recorded the game’s only 
double-double. 
Junior guard Devan Downey put forth 19 
as well, but would like to see more consistent 
effort throughout the game.
“We can’t dig ourselves in a 14 or 16 point 
defi cit,” Downey said. “The focus we had in 
the second half we need for 40 minutes.” 
A lt hough USC showed s ig n if icant 
improvement defensively by winning the 
turnover battle by 10, head coach Darrin 
Horn was unsatisfi ed with a couple other 
key factors in which the Gamecocks could 
not succeed.
“Two things we had to do were keep them 
out of transition and keep them off the glass 
...” Horn said. “Two things we did not do.” 
On the offensive end, Carolina was able 
to improve its poor shooting in the second 
half, but could not develop a consistent 
rhythm, which carried over to the team’s 
defense.
“We struggled offensively to get a few 
shots down,” Horn said. “That seemed to 
snowball on to the defensive end.” 
Yet even with several f laws that were 
exposed during some parts of the game, 
Horn is able to come away with some 
encouraging observations about the team’s 
comeback attempt. 
“Our kids fought hard without question, 
and they gave great efforts in the second 
half, and they played with the k ind of 
mentality that we want,” Horn said. “But 
we have got to learn to come out with good 
effort from the get-go.”
Junior forward Tyler Smith led the Vols’ 
attack with 20 points and fi ve assists after a 
quiet fi rst half in which he scored just fi ve 
points on 1-for-6 shooting. Freshman guard 
Scotty Hopson posted a breakout game 
with a career-high 19 points, twelve above 
his season average. 
Tennessee coach Bruce Pearl praised his 
guard’s efforts after the game.
“I had a feeling Scotty was due for a 
breakout game,” Pearl said. “He’s showed 
such consistent effort all season. It just 
really seemed like he was ready.” 
The biggest disparity between the two 
teams in the three-point Vols’ v ictory 
would be found in the paint. The bigger, 
longer Tennessee team dominated inside 
with 54 points in the paint  while also out-
rebounding the smaller Gamecocks by a 
large margin, 37 – 29. 
Carolina now returns home for a three-
game SEC home stand, beginning with the 
Florida Gators on Wednesday.  Tipoff is set 
for 7 pm. 
 KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — A three-point 
loss on the road to your conference’s 
top team is diffi cult to swallow, and it 
does not make anyone feel any better 
that you outplayed that great team 
in the second half. The Gamecocks 
outscored the Tennessee Volunteers 
51-39 in the second half of Saturday 
night’s clash, but still came up short 
because of a sluggish start to the 
game.
When a team puts itselfi n a 15-point 
defi cit to start the game, it destroys 
conf idence and creates a mental 
snowball effect. Obviously, a positive 
to take away from the UT game this 
past weekend is that the team never 
quit and gave the Volunteers a fi t in 
the second half.
But  what  has  t he G amecock s 
getting off to such a slow start in the 
past two games?
“When we struggled offensively 
and couldn’t get a few shots to go 
down, that seemed to snowball onto 
the defensive end,” head coach Darrin 
Horn said. “We have got to learn to 
play through that.”
The Gamecocks suffered a similar 
fate in the game before Tennessee, 
digging themselves into an 18-point 
defi cit by halftime against LSU on Jan. 
14. In the game, USC again outscored 
their opponent in the second half, 
albeit by one point. 
The game against the Volunteers 
seems l i ke  a n  i mprovement  by 
compar i son a s  t he  second ha l f 
comeback was more fierce, but the 
real problem that needs to be fixed 
is not how to complete second half 
comebacks to win the game, but 
how to not fall behind so early to 
opponents who are clearly not vastly 
superior teams.
“I thought our guys fought without 
question and gave great effort in the 
second half, and played with the kind 
of mentality that we want. But we’ve 
got to learn to come out and do that 
from the get-go. Especially on the 
road and in league play” Horn said.
T he  G a mecock s  have  a  ver y 
important three-game stretch coming 
up on the schedule when they will 
face Florida, Ole Miss and Vanderbilt, 
all at home. With their SEC record 
now at 1-2, and two tough road games 
following the home stand (Kentucky 
and Florida), USC must take care of 
business in the Colonial Life Arena 
before they fall into a hole that may 
be too diffi cult to climb out of.
“When we’re out there playing, 
doing what we do, we can be a good 
team. We just have to fi nd a way as a 
team not to get down early. You can’t 
expect to win in this league if you’re 
going to dig yourself in these holes 
every night” junior guard Devan 
Downey said.
There is no secret to what Carolina 
will need to do to get off to better 
starts: shoot the ball better. The 
Gamecocks shot around 35 percent in 
the fi rst half in their last two games .
A ga inst  Ten nessee ,  USC was 
unable to fi nd good shots early, and 
when they did start fi nding open men, 
they tended to just fl at out miss. That 
led to Downey and forward Mike 
Holmes trying to force the ball into 
the basket, creating sloppy plays and 
turnovers.
“All these things right here are 
things we can control and we have to 
get better at,” Downey said.
 The University of South 
Carolina women’s basketball 
team came up just  shor t 
a g a i n s t  t h e  Vo l u nt e e r s 
of Tennessee by a score of 
68-56 Sunday afternoon in 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
With the loss, USC’s record 
is now one game below .500 at 
8-9 while they are still winless 
in the SEC at 0-4. The Vols 
moved to 14-3 overall, and 
3-1 in the SEC with the win. 
The Gamecocks came out 
playing with a passion and 
they had the lead for almost 
the entire first half. Senior 
Brionna Dickerson was the 
early spark plug for Carolina 
as she hit three straight triples 
to give the Gamecocks the 
lead at 11-7. Carolina would 
expand their lead to seven at 
18-11 with 13 minutes to play 
in the half. 
This would be the largest 
lead for  t he Gamecock s. 
Tennessee would fight back 
and regain the lead by one 
at 27-26. For the rest of the 
half, each team would trade 
baskets as the Vols went into 
the half leading 33-30. 
The start of the second 
ha l f  wou ld  be  too much 
for Carol ina to overcome 
Gamecocks come up short against Vols
Basketball battles back 
from 19-point defi cit only 
to fall in closing seconds
Sam Davis
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Wade Payne / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Junior point guard Devan Downey forces guard JP Prince into a turnover Saturday night.  
Tennessee committed 19 turnovers overall against the Gamecocks in the three-point victory.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.
sc.edu
Wade Payne / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
USC Coach Darrin Horn yells out instructions to guard Devan Downey during 
the second half of Saturday’s game against Tennessee. USC lost, 82-79.
Carolina needs fi rst half spark
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
mailbox.sc.edu
Team can expect few victories 
if early struggles continue
Ty  Zeigler
STAFF WRITER
League woes continue for USC
. The Lady Gamecock tennis team started their 
spring season off with a tight win against the 
BYU Cougars this Friday. The Carolina team was 
behind in the fi rst half but came back to take the 
win 5-2. The USC women were especially strong 
in their singles efforts, letting BYU only win one 
of the matches. 
Senior Gira Schofield played at the team’s 
number one spot and defeated BYU’s McCall 
Jones. She currently sits at the No. 71 ranking 
in the country, continuing a streak of being 
ranked since March of 2007. Schofi eld, along with 
sophomore Milijana Jocic, was the Gamecock’s 
only doubles victory against Kristina Doerr and 
Romina Nedakovic, at the number two doubles 
spot. 
“Gira Schofi eld played really well,” USC coach 
Arlo Elkins said. “She played powerful. She 
controlled the match right from the start.”
The doubles team of Natasa Vuckovic and Ana 
Marija Zubori, previously ranked No. 33 in the 
nation , suffered defeat although they led at fi rst 
7-1. The Cougars’ Jones and Price came back to 
win an amazing eight consecutive games. 
The doubles matches of Suzanna Mansour 
and Ashley Miller against Elle Carney and Chie 
Hayasaka, ended in a tie-breaking win for the 
Cougars, allowing BYU to get ahead at the 
beginning of the day.
The clinching moment of the meet was when 
senior Mansour came back from a fi ve and two 
loss against BYU’s Megan Price to take the match 
to seven and fi ve. She later defeated Price six to 
three to lead the Gamecocks to victory. 
Wade Payne / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
USC senior guard Brionna Dickerson scored a game high 17 
points for the Gamecocks against Tennessee on Sunday night. 
USC drops BYU in season opener
WOMEN ● 11
USC drops fourth straight 
league game in Staley’s fi rst 
season
Michael Finnegan
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Schofi eld, Jocic headline 
5-2 victory over Cougars
Morgan Henley
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
TENNIS ● 11
PAGE 11The Daily Gamecock  ●  TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2009
Student Body Elections
Questions? 
Email the Elections Commission 
at saec@mailbox.sc.edu
Filing for Candidacy
Tuesday, January 20th 
and Wednesday, January 21st 
9:00am until 4:00pm
Office of Student Government 
& Student Organizations
227 Russell House
Positions Available:
• Student Body President
• Student Body Vice President
• Student Body Treasurer
• Senate seats from each college
Run for Office!  
Represent your fellow 
students and make a 
difference on campus!
Candidate Packets are available in 227 Russell House
“They played well,” Elkins said. “BYU was ranked 
in the ‘40s. We lost to them the past two times we’ve 
played them. I thought it was a real good win to start 
off the season. We only had four days of practice.” 
This fi rst win for the Gamecocks will be helpful in 
carrying them into the rest of the month where they 
will play fi ve more matches. 
“It’s a good start, hopefully we’ll have continuous 
progress,” Elkins said. “We have one of the toughest 
schedules in the country. All but ten were in the 
NCAA tournament last year. We’re just gonna keep 
going from there.”
Not only does the team have a tough schedule 
overall, it also must compete in SEC conference play, 
which is the toughest in the nation. The team will 
have until March to prepare for their fi rst conference 
match, which is against Vanderbilt, who finished 
19th overall last year. 
The team will face Furman, who participated in 
the NCAA tournament last year, next Wednesday in 
Greenville. The meet begins at 5 p.m. 
as Tennessee came out blazing hot and 
opened up a 16-point lead at 50-34 with 
just over 12 minutes left to play in the 
game. However, Carolina would not go 
away quietly. 
The Gamecocks would continue to chop 
away at the lead as freshman Lakeisha 
Sutton cut the lead to seven at 53-60 with 
six minutes to play. This would be the 
closest the Gamecocks would get from 
then on, as the Vols responded with back-
to-back buckets to extend the lead to 11, 
offi cially puttingthe game away. 
Turnovers would plague the Gamecocks 
throughout the game. Carolina committed 
20 turnovers while only forcing the 
Volunteers to commit 13. Carolina’s three-
point shooting would keep them in the 
game as they went seven-of-sixteenfrom 
behind the line while Tennessee would 
connect on three of nine attempts. 
But Tennessee would outshoot the 
Gamecocks on the charity stripe as they 
went 11-16 while USC connected on a 
meager fi ve of 13 attempts, a rate of only 
38.5 percent. 
Carolina’s front court played well with 
the size of Tennessee as they were only 
out-rebounded 42-37. Carolina recorded 
fi ve blocks while Tennessee only had four. 
Senior Demetress Adams had three blocks 
while sophomore Jewel May recorded the 
other two. 
The leading scorer for the Gamecocks 
was Dickerson with 17 points, 14 of which 
came in the fi rst half. She was the only 
Gamecock in double figures. A bright 
spot for Coach Dawn Staley was the play 
of freshmen Charenee Stephens who 
pulled down a game-high 11 rebounds, 
including five on the offensive boards . 
Sophomore Samone Kennedy played well 
also as she dished out a season high seven 
assists to lead USC. 
Tennessee was led by freshmen forward 
Shekinna Stricklen. The Morrilton, Ark. 
native recorded a double-double as she 
scored 13 points and 10 rebounds to lead 
the Vols. Eight of her rebounds were on 
the offensive glass . The leading scorer 
for the Vols was senior Alex Fuller, who 
netted 14 points for the orange-clad. 
The Gamecocks will look to grab their 
fi rst conference victory of the season and 
even up their record at .500 on Thursday 
evening as they stay on the road facing off 
against the Mississippi Rebels in Oxford, 
Miss. Tip-off is set for 8 pm. 
Saturday was a day that most people 
wanted to stay inside and keep warm. The 
women’s swimming and diving team, 
however, got over the cold weather and 
defeated Vanderbilt 152-117. 
Allison Barr was one of the biggest 
contributors to the Gamecocks’ win. The 
sophomore competed in two diving events, 
one-meter and three-meter, scoring a 
335.93 and a 356.78, respectively. 
Meanwhile, Morgan Ricke was having a 
career day of her own as the junior broke 
her personal record in both the one- and 
three-meter events. In the one-meter she 
made a 288.00 and in the three-meter a 
315.00. 
Ricke and Barr both qualifi ed for post-
season competition along with the five 
other divers from USC. 
Senior swimmer Amanda Dunnigan 
won three of the four races she competed 
in, including the 200m butterfl y and the 
1000m freestyle. The relay team that 
Dunnigan was a part of also won the 
200m medley relay. Although she came 
in second in the backstroke, Dunnigan 
still had to be happy, as her teammate 
Christine Thompson won that event.
Adding to the Gamecocks’ lead was 
Sharntelle McLean, who won the 100m 
back st roke and t he 50m f reest yle . 
Because USC had such a large lead, it 
was impossible for Vanderbilt to catch 
up, so the last f ive events were raced 
as exhibitions. McLean had the fastest 
time in one of the exhibitions, the 100m 
butterfl y.
The women’s swimming and diving 
team now have an overall record of 4-3, 
and 1-1 in the SEC. Saturday will be the 
last home meet of the season, and will 
include both the men’s and women’s team. 
The competition versus the College of 
Charleston is set for 2 p.m. 
WOMEN ● Continued from 10
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu
KD Safran / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Senior Gira Schofi eld currently sits as a top-100 player in the 
nation.Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
TENNIS ● Continued from 10
Swim team makes splash
USC gets hot in the water 
with impressive victory
Corbin Ensminger
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
mailbox.sc.edu
classifieds
Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Line classified ad rates
Major credit cards accepted
Apartments
The Gates - 2BR 2BA Condo $1200/mo 
inclds util. Contact Tim 843-377-3486
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a 
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442
2009 Greene St.
Save $$$ on GAS! Walk to Class! 
$595/mo+sec dep/lease/jappl fee. Sorry 
NO PETS NON SMOKER   771-8724.
ASPYRE *NOW Leasing* 1 2 3 BR*
*Brand-New*Parking Garage* H20/
Internet Inc.*Flexible lease terms
*803-400-1570  www.iaspyre.com
Roommates
Great Price, Location & View. 
2BR.,1BA, Furn Apt. Mature M/rmmt, 
20+.Across USC horseshoe.  $425/Mo., 
includes Utl. 843-409-1460.
Housing-Rent
1730 Greene (near nursing school cam-
pus) 2BR or  1BR w/study $610.. 
Also 4Br. home. 301 S. Edisto $1195. 
w/discount 799-9483. 
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS  
From $99,900  518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com
Parking
Tired of paying parking fines? 
Reserved spaces available. 799-3452
Help Wanted
We have the best job on campus!! 
Make $8.25 per hour!! Build your 
resume, earn great bonuses, and 
show your Gamecock pride!!
More info? Want to come to an 
interview session?
Interested in applying? Email: 
Jessica.Neno@ruffalocody.com
or call 777-4705
Carolina Gymnastics Needs a Desk As-
sistant/Receptionist. Must be available 
Mon-Thurs 4-8:30pm Fri 4-7pm. Appli-
cant must have great customer service 
skills, ability to multi-task, organized. 
Some cleaning required. Please Call 
Cody at 788-2808.
Help Wanted
Love USC? Would you like to assist 
in recruiting new students? 
The Office of Undergraduate Admis-
sions is hiring student bloggers to share 
their experiences. Hours are flexible 
and you can blog from he location of 
your choice. Experience with blogs is 
preferred but not necessary. Strong 
writing skills are a must. We are looking 
for all types of students, including trans-
fer and international students. Pay is 
$7.50/hr. To request an application, 
please email m.allen@sc.edu.
Sophomore accounting students: Job in-
ternship opening with local CPA on 
Tuesdays (4/hrs) this semester. Must 
have own transportation. Potential ex-
tensive experience during Junior & Sen-
ior years. Call 796-6459
GYMBOREE PLAY & MUSIC
Now hiring PT teacher for classes and 
birthday parties. Training provided, all 
majors welcomed. Call Melanie 
738-1231 for more information.
Services
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
Serious financial problems? 
Confidential bankruptcy advice. 
Start fresh. Free consultations. 779-1700
www.MatthewsandMegna.com
Tutoring
Services
Need tutoring in Spanish?  25 years 
of teaching all ages. 926-3126
Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury 
cruise with food. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of thirteen 
resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
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